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TSVR Newsletter – August 2019 

Be Counted!   The 2020 Census is coming!   

Get ready to be counted; the 2020 Census 

will be here soon!   Since our Town’s fair 

share of sales taxes is directly related to the 

results of the census it is important that all 

of our residents properly document their 

primary residence when answering your 

census questionnaire.  The current census 

rules for determining your primary 

residence are as follows: 

 People who are away from their usual residence while on 

vacation or on a business trip on Census Day are counted at 

their usual residence.  

 People who live at more than one residence during the year are 

counted at the place where they live most of the time.  

 People without a usual residence are counted where they are 

staying on Census Day. 

 

As you can see it is not where you are physically located on April 1
st
, it is where your primary 

residence is found.  Please help us get an accurate count of the primary residents of our town!  

Be counted!!   

 
Purchase of our New Town Hall 
 

Many of our Citizens are asking about the status of the Town’s purchase of 

the commercial building at 171 Vista Drive for our Town Hall.  The goal of 

the Town Council was to purchase a completed building which met Fire and 

ADA Codes.  On July 5, 2019 the Town received notification from the seller 

that the Architectural Plans had been approved by the State.  The seller will 

move forward with construction as soon as possible. Our contract shows a 

closing date of October 31, 2019.  

Scheduled Meetings 

Town Council Meeting 

Wed., August 21
st
 at 6 pm 

Town Council Workshops 

Thurs. Aug.1
st
, Aug.  15

th
 

and Aug. 29
th

 at 9 am 

Coffee with the Mayor 

Mon., Aug. 26
th

 at 9 am 
  

Contacts 

Town Hall 

307-883-8696 
clerk@starvalleyranchwy.org 

Public Works 

307-880-5325 

Special Municipal Officer 

307-880-2666 

mailto:clerk@starvalleyranchwy.org
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Take a Hike!   Hiking trails are in great shape this year! 
 
In 2015 the Town of Star Valley Ranch entered into a partnership 

with the USDA Forest Service, Bridger-Teton National Forest to 

build 2.7 miles of new hiking trails in the Green Canyon area and 

maintain 6 miles of existing trails in Cedar Creek and Prater Canyons.  

These new trails were completed in 2017 and work continues on 

annual maintenance, which is normally finished by mid-August.  
 

You can pick up a map of these trails in the Mail Center or at Town 

Hall.   
 

These trails were constructed and are maintained by volunteers within 

our community who are part of the Star Valley Ranch Trail Crew.  If 

you are interested in working with the Trail Crew give us a call at 307-883-9520 or 883-2088.   

 

  

Planning & Zoning Board 
 

The Planning and Zoning Board would like to remind our 

residents and builders that anyone building a new home on the 

Ranch is required to include a 24x24 garage on their building 

plans. This includes both attached and detached garages. This 

requirement can be found in Title 9, Chapter 7 of the Town 

Ordinances. New garages attached or detached to an existing 

home are not affected by the 24x24 Ordinance.  

 

The Planning and Zoning Board meetings have been moved to the 2nd and 4th Wednesday’s of 

each month beginning in August. Meetings begin at 5:00 PM. We invite all residents to attend 

our meetings as the decisions and recommendations made by the Board are for the health and 

safety of all residents. 

 

The Planning and Zoning Board has a vacant position on the Board.  If someone is willing to 

serve in the capacity of an alternate please contact Ed Koontz 307-880-0700  

 

Garage Sale for Trails & Parks 
 
The Natural Resource Board will be hosting our 3

rd
 Annual 

Garage Sale for Trails & Parks on Saturday, August 10
th

 from 

8 am to 3 pm at the First Response Center (next to the Mail 

Center).  All proceeds go to the Town’s Trails and Parks fund.  

If you have items you would like to donate to the garage sale 

give us a call at 307-883-9520.  We would be happy to pick 

items up!   
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Proposed Formation of the Mid-Valley Fire District 
 

Did you know that the Towns of Star Valley Ranch, Thayne and the 

unincorporated areas of Etna, Freedom, Bedford and Turnerville are the   

only areas of the Star Valley not covered by a formal fire district?   The 

Thayne and Rural Fire Department has initiated the process to change 

that and become the Mid-Valley Fire District.   This new district will 

serve the incorporated and unincorporated areas between the Alpine Fire 

District on the north and the Upper Valley Fire District to the south.   
 

“Will this proposal raise my taxes?”   For homeowners in the Town of Star Valley Ranch the 

answer is NO.  There would be no increase in property taxes due to the creation of this district.       
 

If you would like to support this proposal and sign the petition please stop by the Star Valley 

Ranch Town Hall.   

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Protecting our Starry Skies! 
 
One of our Natural Resources that we often take for granted is 

our dark and starry skies.  We are so fortunate to be able to see 

the stars and the Milky Way in our evening sky.  But preserving 

this resource will take everyone’s cooperation! 

 

As per our town lighting ordinance; any light emitting from 600 

to 1200 lumens must be in a frosted glass fixture. Any light over 

1200 lumens (equivalent to an old 75 watt incandescent bulb) 

must be in a full cutoff/and fully shielded fixture.  Motion sensitive lights are exempt.   

 

Here are some easy steps you can take to minimize light pollution. 

 

1. Turn lights off when they are not needed 

2. Install motion sensitive fixtures on security lights 

3. Replace older incandescent and fluorescent bulbs with LED bulbs and reduce lumens to just 

what is needed to light an area.   

4. Install fully shielded/full cutoff fixtures on outside lights. 

 

Give our first responders a break and make 

sure your house number is clearly visible, 

both day and night!    It’s for your own safety! 
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Title 6 Building and Title 9 Zoning – Councilman, Lee Hansen 
 

There has been significant energy expended over the last few years to update the Town’s Title 6, 

Building Ordinance. The effort began several years ago with the Planning and Zoning Board in 

response to a request to update our building codes from the State of Wyoming. The Town 

adopted the 2006 Building Codes soon after we became a Municipality in 2005. The primary 

objective of the Board was to review and change the language as appropriate and to get our 

Building Code updated to the latest version sent out by the ICC (International Code Council), 

which is now the 2018 IRC (International Residential Code) and 2018 IBC (International 

Building Code) plus the accompanying mechanical, plumbing, fuel gas, and fire codes as well as 

the current National Electric Code. In addition, it was found that some of the verbiage contained 

in the existing Title 6 “Building” would be more appropriately moved to Title 9 “Zoning”. We 

also needed to make some adjustments to the new Code as we had done in the past, to reflect the 

specific requirements that were desired here on Star Valley Ranch. 

 

The final version now proposed is a major simplification of the existing Title 6 and has been 

crafted to address requests of citizens, contractors and members of the Town Council. The key 

concern is to protect the health safety and welfare of our citizens, present and future, while 

maintaining the existing country character of our Town and the current home value of existing 

homeowners. We have arguably the most beautiful Town in Star Valley and we want to keep it 

that way with strong building requirements for future construction. 

 

 

 

 

Follow Us! 
 

Do you feel like you are well-informed as to what’s going on in the 

Town? Our website is www.starvalleyranchwy.org. There you can sign 

up for our email notifications. You can also find us on social media and 

follow us on Facebook and Twitter.    

 

Congratulations to Susan Johansson, 

Star Valley Ranch Trail Crew 

Volunteer of the Year for 2018!! 
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